MEETING OF THE
MONTPELIER ROXBURY SCHOOL DISTRICT

January 2, 2019
MINUTES

Minutes Approved: January 16, 2019

Present
Board:

Administration:
Students:
Public:

Absent:

Bridget Asay, Becky Bowen, Michele Braun, Steve Hingtgen, Tina Muncy, Jim Murphy,
Andrew Stein, Ryan Zajac

Superintendent Libby Bonesteel, Business Manager Grant Geisler

Emma Harter, Hope Petraro

Lesley Allen, Heather Anderson, Nathanael Anderson, Lindsay Armstrong, Jessa Barnard,
Laura Bozarth, Samuel Brondike, Jacob Bee Ho Brown, Kara Brown, Clare Buckley, Virginia
Burley, Lisa Burns, Paul Curtis, Stacie Curtis, Casey Desharnais, Jennifer Drewitz, Tim
Duggan, Cheryl Ecklund, Jasper Ecklund, Kara Eggleston, Leon Eggleston, Richarda
Ericson, Lawrence Forsyth, Willow Fortunoff, Anne Fraser, Abby Friedman, Paul Gambill,
Suzanne Garrow, Abby Gil, Adrienne Gil, Kelly Grey, Zak Grupp, Amber Hannigan, Kate
Hawley, Kali Hilke, Gary Holloway, Leah Jones, Alison Lamagna, Asa Lloyd, Morgan
Lloyd, Jackson Markou, Matthew Mason, Sarah Mason, Dawn McCall, Ryan McCall,
Meghan McGeary, Rebecca Mulling, Kelly Murphy, Kathryn Nunnelley, Maggie Nowlan,
Siobhan Padgett, Wayne Padgett, Caryn Pletzer, Kelly Stoddard Poor, Jill Remick, Alexander
Rob, Jenny Sheehan, Graham Sherriff, Ronilynn Shrout, Kim Smith, Katie Stanton, Nathan
Suter, Apollonia Tabacco, Sarah Truckle, John Turner, Kylie Vitti, Peter Walke, Nicole
Westbom, Cassie Willner, Jason Woodard, Christine Zazhai, and others

Lisa Frost

1. Call to Order The mecting was called to order at 5:32 p.m.

2. Executive Session

3. Return

Motion for Approval for Executive Session for the Purpose of Contract Negotiations

Ms. Asay moved that the Board find that discussing contract negotiations in open session would
put the Board at a substantial disadvantage. Ms. Muncy seconded and the motion carried
unanimously at 5:32 p.m.

Motion to Move to Executive Session for the Purpose of Contract Negotiations
Ms. Asay moved that the Board enter into Executive Session in accordance with 1 VSA §313 to
discuss contract negotiations. Ms. Muncy seconded and the motion carried unanimously at 5:33

p.m. On a motion duly made and seconded, the Board voted unanimously to leave Executive
Session at 6:32 p.m.

to Open Session 6:38 p.m.

Public Comment - None.
o General comment, not having to do with budget and/or afterschool presentation
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4. Consent Agenda

Minutes of December 19, 2018 Meetings
Warrants for Payroll and Accounts Payable for January 4, 2019
Policy Monitoring Reports

o Board-Superintendent Relationship

o Prevention of Hazing, Harassment and Bullying

Ms. Asay moved, seconded by Ms. Muncy, to approve the consent agenda including minutes of the
December 19, 2018 regular meeting, minutes of the December 19, 2018 special meeting, Warrant FY19 -
14 dated January 4, 2019 in the amount of $700,069.61, and the policy monitoring reports. Motion
carried unanimously.

5. Learning Focus

Alumni Panel

Six recent MHS alumni shared thoughts on their preparedness for college post graduation. They
spoke to the benefits of a small school experience and opportunities afforded through the CBL
program.

Afterschool - Libby Bonesteel

Superintendent Bonesteel began the conversation by extending her apologies for the timing of
her communication in regard to the afterschool programming matter. She then delivered a
PowerPoint presentation (copy attached) outlining the challenges the district is facing and the
plan going forward.

Alex Rob from Community Connections acknowledged and addressed some of the concerns
raised in Superintendent Bonesteel’s presentation and expressed a desire to adapt and change
programming as needed so as to continue to serve the students of Montpelier.

6. Public Comment

7. Budget

Comment on Afterschool Programming

Numerous parents/community members spoke in support of the Community Connections
program and its staff. Funding, equity, access, relationships, community partners, capacity
building, an RFP, and the need for a public process that allows for parental involvement and
student engagement were discussed.

Following extensive discussion, Ms. Asay moved, seconded by Ms. Bowen, that the Board create
an advisory committee charged with working on this issue, quickly. The committee will need to
determine what is important to the community for this program and report back to the Board. The
committee will be made up of two board members (Ms. Asay and Mr. Murphy volunteered), two
parents, two students, Superintendent Bonesteel and two staff members. Parents interested in
serving on the committee should email Mr. Murphy. Motion carried unanimously.

Grant Geisler/Libby Bonesteel Presentation

An updated draft of the FY20 budget was presented; changes from the prior version were
discussed, as well as the overall impact of remaining unknown factors.
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8. Public Comment and Board Discussion
e Comment on Budget Priorities

There was discussion in regard to student servicing, as well as expressed appreciation for
increased bussing.

9. Adjournment On a motion duly made and seconded, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn at 10:10
p.m

Heather Michaud
Recorder
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